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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORATION

...

' SOURCE Palestinian Arab source with good coanections in the Arab Higher Exeocutive.

The Beirut headquarters of the Arab Higher Exscutive is being reduced in
sise, and followers in Syria and Lebanon of the former Grand Mufti of
Joerusalem are being informed that they must prepare themselvee to work ' 'Y
i Cor the Wafti without pay. The Beirut offices ere being cut from ten
to four rooms and most of the office equipment is being sold, waile
Mufti followers are beiay asked to sign and return forms stating that
they will serve him for nothing.

Pield Comment. Source states that those close to the Mufti realisze that
This 1s & cove designed to "shake loose® a great many people who pay lip
sorvice to the Hufti, but who are in reality s seourity hasard. The

Mufti is angry because there are too many informsnts, particularly for
the Israelis and the British, within the ranke of his followers. Source
states that the Arad Higher Executive i: not actually short of money,

but, rather, that the action is being taken to tighten up the organisatiocan.
Ho is of the opinion that this "triock" is intended to go a bit further,

It is supposed to jndicate to lsrsel and to Great Britain that the Mufti's
power ic on the decline, whereas he is actually planning to ride into

! grestor power by helping Shuxri Quwwatli to re-emerge as head of the
Syrian Government in the near future.
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